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Our re-gathering requires us to follow a number of proto-
cols and procedures. Please continue to check the con-
gregational letter attached to the end of this bulletin.
Members are encouraged to consider thoughtfully their
own comfort level with regard to attendance as well as
personal risk level due to age or other underlying condi-
tions of concern.

Pastor Eric’s reflections and weekly messages on
YouTube or through delivered hard copy will continue for
those unable or who feel it unsafe to attend. If you have
needs or questions please contact the church office,
Pastor Eric, the council chair Ron H. or any elder or dea-
con of the church. Contact information is located near
the end of this bulletin.

THE ADVENT SEASON

During ADVENT we join with Christians all over the world
to mark this journey through a season of waiting, rekin-
dling in our hearts and minds an awareness of God’s
actions throughout the ages — past, present and future.
This idea of waiting and reflection has taken on special
meaning this year as the world is walking through the
Covid-19 pandemic. Yet this season still provides us with
a unique opportunity to reflect on God’s redemptive sto-
ry, his need to rescue the world and our anticipation of
the ultimate fulfillment of God’s purpose in peace and
love.

TODAY: Dec. 13, 2020. 10:00 AM — ADVENT # 3 —
“BE NOT AFRAID": The 2020 Advent theme BE NOT
AFRAID is based on a series suggested in the resource
REFORMED WORSHIP #137. This year as we wait, we
offer up our fears to God and hear God’s comfort in an-
gel voices: “Do not be afraid.” The Scripture focus of Ad-
vent 3 is Luke 1:26-45 with the message title, “The Fear
of Revision.” Included in today’s service will be a time of
prayer and quiet as we lament losses of the past and
present and recognizing that ultimate hope comes from
God.

NEXT WEEK: Dec. 20, 2020. 10:00 AM — ADVENT # 4
— “BE NOT AFRAID”: Next week our 2020 Advent se-
ries BE NOT AFRAID continues. The Scripture focus of

Connect. Grow . Care

Advent 4 is Matthew 1:18-25 with the message title, “The
Fear of a Ruined Reputation.”

COME AND WORSHIP !! --- Through the Advent season
ADDITIONAL ONLINE EVENING WORSHIP OPPORTUNI-
TIES are being made available with these choirs OF CAL-
VIN UNIVERSITY. To participate in these services, simply
use the following link ... https://worship.calvin.edu/news-
events/events/ The series title is “Healer of our Every lIl.”

THE LORD’S SUPPER: For those who are unable (or for
whom it is unsafe), the elders are willing to suggest or ar-
range a means of receiving communion. If you might be in-
terested in communion, please contact your elder.

CHURCH FAMILY

We pray for each other in the ongoing challenges, hardships and
health concerns we experience within our community; we pray also
in thanksgiving for the gifts of blessings and joys.

e Please pray in thanksgiving to God with Hizbawi and
Eden M. and their son Hiabiel who together have wel-
comed their infant daughter Naomi into their family, born
last Sunday. Thanks be to God! The family passes
along their gratitude for the congregation’s help and
prayers.

e Please pray for Irene O. This Tuesday and Wednesday
Irene returns to Princess Margaret hospital in Toronto
for continuing and follow-up care in treating her leuke-
mia.

o Please pray for Peter O.’s younger brother, Jim, who
has been battling cancer for 4 years. He was recently
diagnosed with a brain tumour and a prognosis of 8-
weeks to live. He is at peace with it and is prepared to
meet his Lord, a great comfort for the family!

e Pray for our high school students, particularly those at-
tending London Christian Secondary School as the
school has had to close due to two individuals testing
positive for Covid-19, requiring several students and
staff to quarantine.

e Pray for Sylvia R. and for ongoing recovery from a bro-
ken arm.
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PRAYER LIST: Pray for Bethel members and friends with
ongoing health concerns or unable to attend as well as
those whose ministries we support: Janet B.; Tina DV.;
Bernie H.; Sid K.; Melissa P.; Marlene P., Gerry M.; Al-
bert P.; Joan S.; Margaret S.; Nel DV.; Bernie and Harmi-
na K.

In Ministry: Leah Hopp; Karen Lubbers-Odel

e Pray for Keith and Alie V’s granddaughter, Abi-
gail, who is doing much better with therapy.

o Pray for Riek V., Albert P., Margaret S., Tina D.,
Frans H., Andy V., Sid K. and Bernie & Harmina
K. all of whom are in long term care facilities.

e ARE YOU STRUGGLING WITH PERSONAL IS-
SUES? As we pray for each other, remember we
are a CAP Church. CAP is an anonymous, confi-
dential, professional counseling service - given at
no cost to you. Simply call Shalem at 866-347-
0041. They'll work with you to help get the support
you need.

PRAYER MINISTRY AT BETHEL

Each week we are encouraged to formulate our personal
prayers using such categories as our city, our community,
our world; the deepening of God'’s people; the extending of
God'’s Kingdom; the flourishing of love, justice, peace and
the spread of the gospel.

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER SUGGESTIONS:

DENOMINATIONAL MINISTRIES: In addition to these
weekly denominational prayer items, you may access
other updated requests through this link of CCNL
(Christian Churches Network of London http:/
www.ccnl.org/resources/pray/

SAFE CHURCH: CHANGE: As we enter a time of tran-
sition with a new director joining our team, we pray for
God’s guidance and direction in our ministry. We are
thankful for the ongoing work of our safe church teams
and coordinators as they continue to work toward the
goal of our churches’ being free of abuse.

FAITH FORMATION MINISTRIES: LEARNING:
Churches involved in our 2021 learning cohorts will start
meeting together with FFM regional catalyzers in Janu-
ary. Pray for a collaborative learning process and mutu-
al encouragement, and may all who attend be refreshed
and equipped to minister in their churches.

THEREFORE GO MINISTRIES: SERVE: Please pray
for the 2021 SERVE season. Registration is open, and
students are challenged to consider this year's theme,
“The Unshakable Kingdom,” and what that means for
their lives. Join us in asking God to continue to prompt
churches to send students on SERVE this summer
while equipping host congregations to partner with us.

BACK TO GOD MINISTRIES: HINDI MINISTRY: In India,
Reena lost her job and told our Hindi ministry team that
she has been struggling. Still, she’s thankful for the extra
time God has given her to spend in prayer and reflection
with him. Please pray for Reena as she and many others
struggle with job loss during the pandemic.

WORLD RENEW: WEST AFRICA: This year parts of
West Africa experienced significant flooding, and thou-
sands of families were displaced. World Renew continues
to serve in vulnerable communities as food security re-
mains a challenge. Please pray for the safety of staff in
this region and for peace, restoration, and resources for
affected communities.

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

GREEN SPACE: Full Council will be meeting this week to
review your responses to this issue. Have you submitted
your thoughts in writing to any council member or the
church email about the current proposal for the Green
Space? They urgently need to hear from you so they
can make a decision based on the desires of the congre-
gation.

COMMUNICATION FROM COUNCIL: Financial update:
As we are approaching the end of another year we are
experiencing a short-fall in our budget giving. Please
prayerfully consider Bethel's need and let the Lord direct
you in your giving.

CARE & SHARE: Need a meal? Know of someone who
could use a meal? Maybe a neighbour, friend or co-
worker? The meals are free and available to anyone who
could use one. Contact Carolyn GN or Carolyn tB.

REQUESTED ANNOUNCEMENTS

WITH JOY AND GRATITUDE, Ingersoll CRC would like
to announce that candidate Derek Ellens has accepted
our call to be our pastor. He will be officially examined at
the December 8th classis meeting, and will, Lord Willing,
be ordained in our church on December 13th, 2020. Rev.
Erick Schuringa will be leading that service. We are grate-
ful to God for leading this young man to us, and ask for
your prayers as he begins his ministry with us. God has
been gracious to us during our vacancy, and we are
grateful to all the pastors and exhorters who came to lead
services while we searched. During this time of COVID-
19, we are unable to invite you to worship with us on that
date, but the ordination service will be livestreamed on
Youtube and the link will be available on our web-
site, www.ingersollcrc.ca. We do welcome you to join us
in spirit and follow along online. Praise God for His bless-

Interested in membership at Bethel Church?

In making profession of faith? To talk further, contact Pastor Eric at

pastor.ericgn@gmail.com.
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ings to us!

ONLINE WORSHIP LEARNING: You are warmly invited
to register for a free online learning experience held January
6-26, 2021, on key themes in worship and the Christian life.
Register for free at worship.calvin.edu/symposium/ . This
experience is designed for all kinds of learn-
ers: students, artists, musicians, pastors, scholars, teachers,
worship leaders and planners, and all worshipers around the
globe. Sponsored by the Calvin Institute of Christian Wor-
ship and the Center for Excellence in Preaching

GROUNDWORK: JESUS CHRIST CAME WITH A PUR-
POSE - In the season of Advent, we celebrate the fact that
Jesus came into the world. Join Groundwork as we study 1
Timothy 1:12-17 to also remember the important reason

why Jesus came into the world. Listen now at Groundwor-

kOnline.com and subscribe to Groundwork's weekly emails
for future episodes.

AT-HOME FAITH FORMATION TIP: The Practice of
Hospitality: Ponder this quote from Mother Teresa: “This
Christmas when Christ comes, will he find a warm heart?
Mark the season of Advent by loving and serving others
with God’s own concern.” How might you and your family
love and serve others during this season? (For more on
faith practices from Faith Formation Ministries, visit crc-
na.org/FaithFormation/Practices)

Ark Aid Street Mission is reaching out in various ways
this year to help the home-
\g less, regardless of the CoVid pandemic.
=—=a.. The Ark does more than serve as a soup
THE ARK kitchen in which you may volunteer but
also provides programs including comput-
er classes, tutoring, art programs, a clothing depot, help &
advocacy, showers and laundry services. You can help in
many ways and still stay safe. Please review the table at
the entrance of the church for ideas on what to donate ie,
warm clothes, boots, shoes, blankets, hats, gloves, food (ie
granola bars) and water, OR go online for more information
@ arkaidmissions.com. If you need more help you can
talk to Rose for help as she will attend the table over the
next few Sundays. The Deacons

ENDNOTES: In past seasons as part of one of our advent
services, we have often included a time of remembrance,
setting aside a few moments during worship to reflect on
those whom we miss at this time of year especially and to
contemplate our losses in general. Itis a moment similar
to what some Christian traditions refer to as “Blue Christ-
mas.” (Receive this free email series and ebook when you
subscribe at todaydevotional.com/bluechristmas ). A part
of our previous services with this theme have included an
opportunity to come forward to light a candle as we re-
member a loved one or reflect on some other deep loss in
our lives.

Why go through such an exercise? Consider the
following: “While some Christians are alight with joy dur-
ing the Christmas season, for many others it is a painful
time as they grieve the death of someone they love or the
loss of a dream, experience financial concerns, or work
through relational difficulties.” (RW, September 2011) In
the past this worship moment allowed us to both lament
and await God’s renewed and eternal kingdom. This year
due to pandemic restrictions, our time of remembrance
will be slightly different. Of course, as with much of our
worship, we can consider engaging in this time of reflec-
tion on our own in our homes, even lighting a candle for a

few moments as we remember and contemplate. -EGN

To access Pastor's Eric’s regular COVID-19 MEDITA-
TIONS, click here ... http://www.bethel-crc.ca/blog/covid-
19-meditations/

DIACONAL GIVING

LAST WEEK

THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK

Local Christian Schools

Uganda Ministry—Leah Hopp

Todays collection is for the Local Chris-
tian Schools. The vision of the local Christian
school is to educate children, equipping them
for a life of faithful, Christian discipleship. The
London Christian Elementary School is an in-
terdenominational Christian School established
for parents seeking to provide their children
with a Christ-centered elementary education.
Empowered by the Holy Spirit and partnering
with the home and the church, the school aims
to educate children in a vibrant and creative
environment, enabling them to grow in their
understanding of God and His world, equipping
them for discipleship in all areas of life. Ma n

t hanks on behalf on

he

deacons.
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SERVICE SCHEDULE

DEC 13 DEC 20 DEC 25

ELDER Steve tB Ron H Fred DV

DEACONS Richard B Arie R Rose S
Arie R Rose S Harry J

GREETERS Ron H Fred DV Ron H
Fred DV Ron H Peter O

SIGN-IN Barb W Steve tB Nel B

PERSON

HALL MONITORS Ron H Fred DV Ron H
Fred DV Ron H Peter O

MAIL FOYER AREA |Richard B Arie R Rose S

MONITOR

USHERS Ben S Ann P Gay L
Arie R Rose S Harry J

PLANNER Barb Steve dB Helen B

MUSICIAN Irene O Irene O
Gary B Melinda H

SINGERS Ben S Helena H
Richard V Jennie DV
EdW Joan W

SOUND Ben H Fraser T Ben H

VISUALS Steven dB Barb W Hagos E

SENIOR DRIVER Fred & Liz DV Peter & Rita B. Jack & Clara H

THIS WEEK AT BETHEL...

SUNDAY 10:00 AM Worship Service

December 13 6:00 PM AA/Al-Anon/Alateen

TUESDAY 7:00 PM Full Council Meeting

December 15

SUNDAY 10:00 AM Worship Service

December 20 6:00 PM AA/Al-Anon/Alateen

Pastor Eric Groot-Nibbelink: 519.453.0767 (church study) pastor.ericgn@gmail.com

Chair of Council: Ron Hessels 226.663.4191 ronshessels@gmail.com
Office Admin: Barb Wesselius  519.453.6565 bethelcrcldn@gmail.com
E-transfer Address: bethelcrcdonate@gmail.com

Office Hours: By Request Bulletin Deadline: Thursday by Noon



mailto:bethelcrcdonate@gmail.com

Dear Bethel Members,

As we continue to journey through these challenging times, we encourage each other to trust in God. In every challenge God
remains our refuge and strength (Psalm 46). As we begin meeting again for Sunday worship (September 13, 2020), we also
look to various God-given resources and wisdom to guide us in the practical aspects of physically re-gathering. Below is a list
of guiding principles for returning to worship in the church building. This document has been developed by an ad hoc commit-
tee appointed by council.

Procedures and Protocols for Returning to Worship in the church building

Council has based these procedures and protocols on Middlesex-London Health Unit Guidance for Places of Worship and oth-
er available guidance documents.

1. We request that if you are feeling unwell or are experiencing any of the common symptoms of Covid-19 (cough, fever,
shortness of breath, runny nose, sore throat) that you refrain from coming to church that Sunday. If you have travelled in-
ternationally in the last 14 days or have had close contact with a confirmed Covid19 case, you may not enter the building.

2. We can stay within the 30% of capacity that the provincial government has mandated. If required, we will need to adjust. If
possible please pre-register through church office via email or Facebook.

3. Attendees are reminded to maintain a safe physical distance from each other when in the parking lot or lining up to enter
the church building or when within the building. We will use every third row in the sanctuary instead of the recommended
every 2nd row.

4. All attendees will need to wear a mask unless there are medical reasons for not doing so. The pastor will not wear a mask
only while on the pulpit. Those who are not wearing a mask will not be allowed to sing.

5. Please enter the building from the south entrance. When you enter, please sanitize your hands and proceed into the sanc-
tuary. You may empty your mailbox and deposit collections prior to the service but please do not loiter in the foyer. Ideally
we will be seeking to fill the church from front to back so please arrive in a timely fashion.

6. After the service attendees will exit from back to front and proceed directly outside. Please use hand sanitizer as you exit
as well. We will need to exit the church directly out the west or south doors.

7. Washrooms are available if necessary. We request that you limit occupancy to 1 person to maintain distancing.

8. Bulletins will only be available online. You should bring your own Bible. The Bibles and Psalters have been removed from
the pews.

9. Children may attend worship service and must remain with their family. There will be no nursery or Sunday School until
further notice.

10. The church library is currently closed. The room is open for one household to listen to the service if required on a first
come, first served basis.

11. Elders and deacons will be encouraging you not to congregate in high traffic areas.
12. There will be cleaning and disinfecting of high traffic surfaces such as doorknobs and faucets by the hall monitors.
13. Caution should be taken to limit access to hand sanitizer by young children without supervision.

14. The collection plate will not be passed during the service but opportunity to donate will be available upon entering and exit-
ing the church in baskets in the foyer. You may continue to donate online as well.

15. Please be sure to social distance upon leaving the church in the parking lot. We need to be aware of our neighbours and
want to promote a positive image.

16. As with any social gatherings, there is an elevated risk faced by the elderly or those who are immunocompromised.
17. Please avoid activities that require close-contact (hand-shaking, hugging) or sharing items.

18. The sermon will continue to be online and the manuscript will continue to be available.

19. If you have questions or comments, please reach out to your elder.

Please recognize that we cannot cover all probable situations but are seeking our best to mitigate risk so that all members who desire to
attend church in the building may do so.
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BETHEL CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
December 13, 2020

Advent 3 — Fear of Revision
Pre-Service Song: LUYH 87: 1, 2, 4, 5 Once in Royal David’s City

Welcome and Announcements
Advent candle lighting: Peace
On the first Sunday of Advent, we lit the candle of hope and were reminded to put our hope in God’s promises
of a peaceful kingdom. (Light the first candle.) On the second Sunday of Advent, we lit the candle of love to rep-
resent God'’s love for us through the incarnation of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. (Light the second candle.) This
morning we light the candle of peace. We wait for God’s promises of peace on earth and good will to all. We
pray that God’'s peace would break through our restless hearts and lead us to Bethlehem, where we can cele-
brate our Saviour’s birth. We light this candle of peace. (Light the third candle.)

GOD GATHERS US TOGETHER
Call to Worship:
We have heard the story of Jesus Christ with joy and anticipation.
We have come to worship.
We open our hearts to prepare room for his coming.
We have come to worship.
We open our ears to hear the choirs of angels proclaim his holy birth.
We have come to worship
We open our lives to God’s greater plans for us.
We have come to worship.
Through the grace of God’s Holy Spirit,
We have come to worship Christ, the newborn King.

Song: LUYH 76 Refrain O Come let us Adore Him

Opening Prayer
* God’s greeting and our AMEN

* Songs of Praise: LUYH 81: 1, 2, 5 Angels from the Realms of Glory
LUYH 60: 1, 4 Hark, the Glad Sound!

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE
Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Song: LUYH 364: 1, 2 Tell Out, My Soul
Memorial Prayers and Candle Lighting
Song: LUYH 659: 1, 2, 4 Nearer, Still Nearer

Prayers of the People & Offertory Prayer — Local Christian Schools & Budget

GOD SPEAKS TO US
Scripture: Luke 1:26 45
Message: The Fear of Revision
Prayer

WE RESPOND
Sing: LUYH 383: 1, 2 My Soul Glorifies the Lord

GOD SENDS US OUT INTO THE WORLD
*God’s Blessing
*Closing Hymn: Sing Out, My Soul, with Praise




