SERVICE SCHEDULE

ENCOUNTER

ENGAGE

TODAY: MARCH 8 2020. 10:00 AM: SECOND SUN-
DAY IN LENT & The Story Chapter 22 - Birth of the
King. A video sermon is being planned with Pastor
John VT. leading the service. By classis appointment,
Pastor Eric will be leading the service in Aylmer CRC.

NEXT WEEK: MARCH 15 2020. 10:00 AM: THIRD
SUNDAY IN LENT & The Story Chapter 23 - Jesus'
Ministry Begins. A video sermon is being planned
with Pastor John VT. leading the service.

PASTOR ERIC'S SCHEDULE: Pastor Eric will be lead-
ing the service March 8 in Aylmer and then be on
vacation from March 9-16, 2020. For any special
needs, please contact your ward elder, Steve tB.
council chair or the church office.

THE 25TH ANNUAL CITYWIDE PRAYER BREAKFAST is
a gathering of Christians of all ages, denominations,
cultures, and experiences. We come together in one
place as one body to reflect on God's active pres-
ence in London, to be encouraged to both pray for
and to be inspired to engage more in our communi-
ty. Join us Wednesday, March 18th for breakfast at
the RBC Place (tickets $35 or tables available) as we
worship together, we learn together, we connect
together, we share a meal together and best of all,
we are led in prayer for all who live here. 2020 Guest
Speaker: Shane Claiborne - a prominent speaker,
activist, and best-selling author. Shane worked with
Mother Teresa in Calcutta, and founded The Simple
Way in Philadelphia. Please contact Grace B. by
March 2, 2020 if you are interested in attending and
would like to sit at a Bethel table.

MARCH 8 MARCH 15 MARCH 22 MARCH 29
ELDER Fred DV. Fred DV. Steve tB. Janet B.
DEACONS John P. / Ray B. Ray B. / Richard B.  [Richard B. / Harry J. | Arie R. / Denise C.
GREETERS Peter O. Ron & Harmina DS | Richard B. Dick & Trudy N.
Ray & Janet B. Steve & Carolyn tB. | Arie & Marlene R. Ron & Mary Lou H.
HALL MONI- Denise C. Mary Lou H. Ron H. Richard B.
TORS Harry J. Steve tB. Fred DV. Janet B.
WELCOME John VT. Steve tB. Peter O. Henry K.
NURSERY Jen F. / Ruth P. Marlene R. Carolyn GN. / Rita B. | Barb W. / Denise C.
Nicole tB. Trudy N. Miranda tB. Tim F.
USHERS Ed & Barb W. Tony N./ Ann P. Peter & Bea M. John & Sylvia R.
COFFEE Fred & Liz DV. Dick & Trudy N. Jake & Irene dB. John & Jenny DV.
Irene & Jake dB. Ben & Helena H. John & Grace B. Hagos & Woyni E.
SENIOR DRIVER |Harry & Rita J. Jake & Gay L. Yvonne B. Bart & Jean DV.
SOUND Ben H. Bronson G. Fraser T. Gary B.
VISUALS Barb W. Hagos E. Steven dB. Barb W.
SUNDAY Jessica H./Andrew C |Yvonne B./ Tim F. | Carolyn tB. Trudy N. /Kaly F.
SCHOOL Chris W. Arie R. Carolyn GN. Chris W.
MUSICIAN(S) Irene O. Nicole B. Irene O. Jessica H.
PLANNER Helen B. Harmina DS. Barb W. Denise C.
THIS WEEK AT BETHEL...
SUNDAY 10:00 AM Sunday Worship
March 8 2:00 PM Ark Aid
6:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous/Alanon/Ala-Teen
MONDAY 6:45 PM Youth Christian Education
March 9
TUESDAY 9:30 AM VON Exercise
March 10 7:00 PM Friendship
WEDNESDAY 9:30 AM Coffee Break
March 11 1:00 PM Shuffleboard
6:45 PM GEMS / Cadets
THURSDAY 9:00 AM Dorchester Arena Walk
March 12
FRIDAY 9:30 AM VON BP Clinic
March 13 10:00 AM VON Exercise
SATURDAY 2:00 PM Understanding Dementia
March 14 7:00 PM Conquer Series
Pastor Eric Groot-Nibbelink: 519.453.0767 (church study) pastor.ericgn@gmail.com
Chair of Council: Steve te Bokkel 519.461.0853 stevet8566@yahoo.com
Office Admin: Barb Wesselius ~ 519.453.6565 bethelcrcldn@gmail.com
Office Hours: Friday 9:30 AM - 1:30 PM Bulletin Deadline: Thursday by Noon.

The Story small groups this week, discussing Chapter 22:
Mar 9 2:00 PM - led by John V' T. at the church

Mar 11 7:00 PM - CANCELLED

Mar 15 8:30 AM - led by Elizabeth & Fred DV at the church

EMBRACE

MARCH 8, 2020

BETHEL CHRISTIAN
REFORMED CHURCH

THE STORY

CHURCH FAMILY
We pray for each other in the ongoing challenges, hard-
ships and health concerns we experience within our com-
munity; we pray also in thanksgiving for the gifts of bless-
ings and joys.

Pray for Jane K. who remains in the palliative
care wing of Parkwood Institute (B4-126B).

PRAYER MINISTRY AT BETHEL

Each week we are encouraged to formulate our per-
sonal prayers using such categories as our city, our
community, our world; the deepening of God's people;
the extending of God's Kingdom; the flourishing of
love, justice, peace and the spread of the gospel.

THIS WEEK'S PRAYER SUGGESTIONS:
DENOMINATIONAL MINISTRIES:

CRCNA - DENOMINATIONAL LEADERSHIP. Pray
for the overall leadership of the denomination dur-
ing a time of restructuring and reconfiguration,
especially due to Canadian ministry concerns and
needs . The denominational Steve Timmermans
has resigned and Colin P. Watson Sr. has taken
over as interim executive director of the CRCNA.

WORLD RENEW: CANADIAN FOODGRAINS BANK:
World Renew is working to end hunger for refu-
gees and displaced people in countries around the
world, including Lebanon. After over eight years of
war, Syrian families have almost nothing left and
are often unable to put food on the table. Thanks
to partners like the Canadian Foodgrains Bank, we
are able to provide basic food needs, education,
and other resources. Please continue to pray for
these families displaced from their homes.
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CANADIAN INDIGENOUS MINISTRY COMMITTEE:
This past week the Canadian Indigenous Ministry
Committee has one of its quarterly meetings.
Please pray for fruitful outcomes from discussions
and ask that projects planned will help the church
to thrive. Pray that the committee members may
have energy and that staff will have the encourage-
ment and stamina to continue in their work.

RESONATE GLOBAL MISSION: EASTERN EUROPE -
Having come to faith in Christ five years ago, a man
in Eastern Europe said, “The encounter with the
Lord freed me from addictions, changed my values,
and restored my family.” Now, with support from a
Resonate missionary, he is sharing the gospel in a
nearby town. Praise God! Pray that many more will
come to trust in Christ!

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

COUNCIL is requesting nominations for 2 elders
and 4 deacons. Nomination forms are in your mail
slot, with extra forms available in the council room.
Please prayerfully consider members to nominate
and give completed forms to Ron H. prior to March
15, 2020.

ARK AID: Ward Three is up for volunteering at Ark
Aid today. For those of you who have already
signed up - thank you! We will see you this after-
noon. If you haven't yet signed up but are still in-
terested in participating, we would welcome the
help! Please talk to Denise C.

YARD SALE: Since the Cadets will not be holding
their annual yard sale, the Board of Stewards has
decided to host a yard sale on JUNE 6 with the
proceeds going to an improved sound system for
the Fellowship Hall. All donations gratefully ac-
cepted—books, plants, household items, crafts,
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VON SMART SENIORS' EXERCISE: Every Tuesday
a89:30 AN and &riday at;10 A/ dertions are mwdted
Sa participate in gentle exercise followed by coffee
fellowship time in the library. Come at 9:30 AM Fri-

t()Jlaeysr fQSr a blood pressure clinic .
SHUFFLEBOARD: meets on Wednesday at 1 PM.

DORCHESTER WALK: Meet Thursdays 9 AM at
Tim Hortons in Dorchester. We walk the Mill Pond
in good weather, or in the Dorchester Arena.

UNDERSTANDING DEMENTIA: Come to this free
seminar to get answers to your questions on this
disease. It will be held here at Bethel on Saturday,
March 14, at 2:00 PM. Presented by The Alzheimer's
Association.

CONQUER SERIES: meets on Saturday, at 7 PM.
Contact Richard B.

KENSINGTON: we are scheduled to worship with
the residents there on Monday, March 16 at 7
PM. Also at DEARNESS on Sunday, March 29 at
9:30. Plan to attend to bless and to be blessed!

MEN’S BREAKFAST: Men, plan on joining us for a
hearty, hot breakfast, good fellowship and spiritual
encouragement on Thursday, March 19 at 8:30 AM.
Please let Ben S. or Peter O. know if you plan to
attend

CARE & SHARE: Need a meal? Know of someone
who could use a meal? Maybe a neighbour, friend
or co-worker? The meals are free and available to
anyone who could use one. Contact Carolyn or
Jenica G-N or Carolyn tB.

LOST & FOUND: The custodians have accumulated
a large amount of lost and found items. Please
check out the table and reclaim what is yours. Any
items not claimed by March 21, 2020 will be donat-
ed to Your Neighbour's Closet.
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REQUESTED ANNOUNCEMENTS

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO CAMPUS MINISTRY
CELEBRATES 50 YEARS. So it is time to party.
Alumni, friends, supporters, and current members
are invited to the anniversary celebration on Sat-
urday, March 28, 7.00 PM at Wycliffe College, 5
Hoskin Ave, University of Toronto. The Wine Be-
fore Breakfast All-star Band will be playing. Dr.
Brian Walsh is preaching, and we will celebrate
with testimonies and a reception.

LONDON CHRISTIAN HIGH PRESENTS.... The Lion,
the Witch, and the Wardrobe. We are thrilled to be
presenting The Lion, the Witch, and the Ward-
robe as our spring drama production this year! It
is an honour to be re-creating this classic story in
which four ordinary children discover an extraor-
dinary world and journey through it to meet the
great lion, Aslan, defeat the White Witch, and be-
come kings and queens of the magical land of
Narnia. Not only is C.S. Lewis's story well-beloved,
but the allegory it presents is still more timeless as
it depicts “a willing victim killed in a traitor's
stead.” Tickets can be purchased at londonchris-
tianhigh.ca beginning on February 21st. Evening
show dates are April 1, 3, and 4 and the Seniors’
Matinee is on April 1 at 1om. For more infor-
mation, call the school at 519-455-4360 or email
tickets@Ichonline.ca. We look forward to seeing
you at this wonderful production!

SAVE THE DATE! You are invited to: The Art of
Dying Well ~ You Are Not Alone Conference at
Talbot Street Church on Saturday April 25, 2020.

Topics such as the physical and spiritual elements
of decision making at end-of-life, medical assis-
tance in dying (MAID) and delivering compassion-
ate care will be presented by experts. For more
information & registration please click the link.
https://conta.cc/2SjmuON

REGISTERING FOR FALL 2020 @ London Christian
High: Registration is now open for the 2020-21
school year and applications are starting to come
inl We're very excited about welcoming new stu-
dents to our school and growing in community
together! For more information, explore our web-
site: londonchristianhigh.ca or connect with Gabri-
ella at ghoogstra@Ichonline.ca to book a tour.
We look forward to hearing from you!

HELLO TO ALL QUILTERS! Please join this group
of Christian women who plan to meet at Campfire
Bible Camp in Markdale for our Spring quilting
retreat being held April 27-30, 2020 DV. We enjoy
a great time of sharing ideas, devotions, Christian
fellowship and forging many bonds while enjoying
the love of quilting. Please feel free to contact me
with any questions you may have on costs, lodg-
ing ect. Spaces fill up quickly and are limited, so
don't delay. | will begin taking registrations on
Monday March 2, 2020. Registration must be
made through me and can be done by email to
thequiltingsisters@hotmail.com or text or phone
(905-563-6262). Looking forward to hearing from
you!

DIACONAL GIVING

LAST WEEK THIS WEEK NEXT WEEK

Redeemer University $ 544.00 World Renew—Canadian Tuition Assistance Fund
Denominational Ministry Shares 10.00 Foodgrains Bank

Missionaries Uganda Karen & Leah 5.00

Aleida te Bokkel—Edu Deo 195.00

Cadets 5.00

Diaconate 5.00

Office of Social Justice 5.00

Pancake Supper 1772.00

SERVE 2020 25.00

Betl|hel
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BETHEL BUDGET—GIVING 2020
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Budget Received Last Sunday: $ 3974.00
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DEAR CONGREGATION: Thank you for partner-
ing with your missionaries and ministry leaders
in mission! In Acts 13, Barnabas and Paul are
gathered with prophets and teachers in the
church at Antioch when the Holy Spirit calls
them to serve: "While they were worshiping the
Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart
for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which
| have called them.” So after they had fasted
and prayed, they placed their hands on them
and sent them off.” You are serving God's king-
dom in the same way as the people who sup-
ported Barnabas and Paul—who sent them out
to proclaim the word of God. Your faithful giv-
ing is sending Resonate missionaries, church
planters, campus ministers, and other ministry
leaders in North America and around the world.
Together, you are spreading the gospel! You
are a part of God’'s mission: you are a sender!
Your faithful giving fuels ministry happening
both here at home and far away. You have a
profound impact on lives and communities as
people encounter and embrace God's love. The
good news is reverberating throughout the
world because of your gift—thank you for giv-
ing. In Christ, Kevin DeRaaf, Acting Canada
Director

CHORAL CONNECTION would like to invite you
to their performance of Mozart's Mass in C Mi-
nor on Friday, April 10th This concert will take
place at Centre Street Baptist Church at
7:30pm. To purchase tickets, please call Lucy
Van Pelt at 519-661-6902 or Jennings Furniture
and Design at 519-631-
0410. www.choralconnection.ca

WITH GRATEFULNESS TO GOD, Fellowship
Christian Reformed Church in St. Thomas joy-
fully invites you to the ordination service for
Marcel Kuiper, as he is installed as our pastor
of Spiritual  Formation and Community
Life. This service is planned, D.V., for Sunday
March 29 at 6:30 p.m. Opportunity will be giv-
en during the service for churches to bring
greetings. We look forward to celebrating
God's goodness together!

GROUNDWORK: | BELIEVE - What is a creed? Is
the Apostles’ Creed biblical? Join Groundwork
as we begin a study of the Apostles’ Creed and
the scriptures that inform it. Dig into Romans

10:9 and Deuteronomy 6:1-9 to discover the func-
tion these summary statements have in the life of
faith and the value they offer us yet today. Listen
now at GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to
Groundwork's weekly emails for future episodes.

GREATER LONDON CELEBRATION WITH WILL
GRAHAM: you're invited to a night of worship and
inspiration as we anticipate all God will do in this
region this fall on Nov 7 & 8. Join us on Sunday,
March 29, as Dave Overholt, our keynote speaker,
shares the heart of what God wants to do in Greater
London, and Brooke Nicholls leads us in worship.
You'll also have a chance to hear how you and your
church can be part of the Celebration journey.

ENDNOTES: Christians have long used the season
of Lent as an opportunity to take additional and
intentional time for confession, reflection and
spiritually enhancing practices or habits. Each
week we are considering a habit, practice or disci-
pline to incorporate into the coming week.
(suggestions based on “Spiritual Disciplines Hand-
book: Practices That Transform Us” by Adele Ahl-
berg Calhoun).

The practice suggested for this second week is
called “SECRECY” and is part of the theme of RE-
LINQUISHING THE FALSE SELF. The kind of secre-
cy that is meant here has nothing to do with dis-
honesty or trying cover up evil. Itis a secrecy that
aims for humility. It is a desire to be in tune with
the spirit of Jesus in Matthew 6 in which Jesus
discourages making a display or show of one's
piety, especially as it relates to good works. Do
not give to the needy, says Jesus, and announce it
with the sound of trumpets. Practicing secrecy is
doing a good deed without telling anyone that
you have performed one including if possible,
even the recipient. Recently, | was greatly encour-
aged by being the recipient of a kind deed prac-
ticed in precisely this manner. Additionally prac-
ticing secrecy involves keeping confidence
well. Practicing secrecy means then that you do
not show what you know about what you have
heard in confidence or from another in a moment
of wvulnerability.  Discuss this question with a
friend: Is it difficult to practice the discipline sim-
plicity? What are the challenges? -EGN

DEAR CONGREGATION: Thank you for partner-
ing with your missionaries and ministry leaders
in mission! In Acts 13, Barnabas and Paul are
gathered with prophets and teachers in the
church at Antioch when the Holy Spirit calls
them to serve: "While they were worshiping the
Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart
for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which
| have called them.’ So after they had fasted and
prayed, they placed their hands on them and
sent them off.” You are serving God's kingdom
in the same way as the people who supported
Barnabas and Paul—who sent them out to pro-
claim the word of God. Your faithful giving is
sending Resonate missionaries, church planters,
campus ministers, and other ministry leaders in
North America and around the world. Together,
you are spreading the gospel! You are a part of
God’s mission: you are a sender! Your faithful
giving fuels ministry happening both here at
home and far away. You have a profound im-
pact on lives and communities as people en-
counter and embrace God's love. The good
news is reverberating throughout the world
because of your gift—thank you for giving. In
Christ, Kevin DeRaaf, Acting Canada Director

CHORAL CONNECTION would like to invite you
to their performance of Mozart's Mass in C Mi-
nor on Friday, April 10th This concert will take
place at Centre Street Baptist Church at 7:30pm.
To purchase tickets, please call Lucy Van Pelt at
519-661-6902 or Jennings Furniture and Design
at 519-631-0410. www.choralconnection.ca

WITH GRATEFULNESS TO GOD, Fellowship
Christian Reformed Church in St. Thomas joyful-
ly invites you to the ordination service for Mar-
cel Kuiper, as he is installed as our pastor
of Spiritual Formation and Community Life. This
service is planned, D.V., for Sunday, March 29 at
6:30 p.m. Opportunity will be given during the
service for churches to bring greetings. We
look forward to celebrating
God's goodness together!

GROUNDWORK: | BELIEVE - What is a creed? Is
the Apostles’ Creed biblical? Join Groundwork
as we begin a study of the Apostles’ Creed and
the scriptures that inform it. Dig into Romans
10:9 and Deuteronomy 6:1-9 to discover the

function these summary statements have in the
life of faith and the value they offer us yet today.
Listen now at GroundworkOnline.com and sub-
scribe to Groundwork's weekly emails for future
episodes.

GREATER LONDON CELEBRATION WITH WILL
GRAHAM: you're invited to a night of worship
and inspiration as we anticipate all God will do
in this region this fall on Nov 7 & 8. Join us on
Sunday, March 29, as Dave Overholt, our key-
note speaker, shares the heart of what God
wants to do in Greater London, and Brooke
Nicholls leads us in worship. You'll also have a
chance to hear how you and your church can be
part of the Celebration journey.

ENDNOTES: Christians have long used the sea-
son of Lent as an opportunity to take additional
and intentional time for confession, reflection
and spiritually enhancing practices or hab-
its. Each week we are considering a habit, prac-
tice or discipline to incorporate into the coming
week. (suggestions based on “Spiritual Disci-
plines Handbook: Practices That Transform Us”
by Adele Ahlberg Calhoun).

The practice suggested for this second week is
called "SECRECY” and is part of the theme of
RELINQUISHING THE FALSE SELF. The kind of
secrecy that is meant here has nothing to do
with dishonesty or trying cover up evil. It is a
secrecy that aims for humility. It is a desire to
be in tune with the spirit of Jesus in Matthew 6
in which Jesus discourages making a display or
show of one's piety, especially as it relates to
good works. Do not give to the needy, says
Jesus, and announce it with the sound of trum-
pets. Practicing secrecy is doing a good deed
without telling anyone that you have performed
one including if possible, even the recipi-
ent. Recently, | was greatly encouraged by be-
ing the recipient of a kind deed practiced in
precisely this manner. Additionally practicing
secrecy involves keeping confidence well. Prac-
ticing secrecy means then that you do not show
what you know about what you have heard in
confidence or from another in a moment of
vulnerability.  Discuss this question with a
friend: Is it difficult to practice the discipline
simplicity? What are the challenges? -EGN
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The Second Sunday of Lent
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Prayers of the People
MARCH 8, 2020 GOD SPEAKS TO US
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Opening Prayer
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*Songs of Praise:
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