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BETHEL CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

January 22, 2012

Inviting community …seeking God …growing in Christ …caring for all

Today – January 22, 2012 – We praise God for his goodness as we join again today in worship.  Our series  “Renewal Remixed” continues with a focus on the God’s gifting of the church for mission. 
Next Week –January 29, 2012 -   Our “Renewal Remixed” series moves on to the theme of “Prayer and Mission.”  In joy, we plan to celebrate the Lord’s Supper together during this service.  As a guide for thoughtful anticipation of next week’s communion celebration; read through the seven daily meditations on Psalm 86 entitled “Supper and a Psalm” - available in your mail slots, extra’s at the welcome center.

The congregation is invited to attend a Hymn Sing Service on January 29 at 4:30p.m.  There will be an opportunity for you to request your favorite song!  Hope to see you there! 
SENIORS Fellowship - NEXT GATHERING – is scheduled for this week – February 15, 2012. We will be watching part three of the Bill Hybel’s video – ‘Just Walk Across the Room.’
BETHEL CHURCH FAMILY

  We give thanks with Nel deVries and the good news that now after her recent cancer surgery she will not require any radiation or chemotherapy treatments.  Pray for Mies Feddema (Beldman, Ray’s mother) as she has moved permanently out of her own home and into Shalom Manor in Grimsby.  Pray for Bethel members recovering from recent surgeries and for others who may be awaiting medical appointments and tests in the near future.  

In addition to our daily prayer items, note the following: For the next number of weeks please also use and pray through the PRAY TO THE LORD OF THE HARVEST prayer cards that are in your mail slots as we together support Home Missions and World Missions in prayer.
Pray on... 

Sunday …  for CRWRC: Refugees - Pray for refugee families from around the world who are forced to flee their countries because of violence, persecution, or natural disaster. Praise God that in the past 50 years the CRC has assisted thousands of refugees in resettling in North America through CRWRC. 

Pray that churches and individuals will continue to welcome refugee families in Jesus’ name.
Monday… for Bethel Church Renewal – This week 5 representatives of Bethel Church were in attendance at a  CCNL (Christian Churches Network of London) event which featured London Mayor J. Fontana and an introduction to a new initiative for community development and community building in its neighbourhoods across the city.  Pray the community surrounding Bethel Church.
Tuesday...ongoing Bethel prayer concerns:  Jetty Veldstra recovering from recent surgery; Sylvia Reitsma awaiting treatment for her lymphoma.  Also pray for those unable to be with us regularly; Tina Wiersma at Richmond Woods, Rika Voogt, and Alice Vanderveen.  Pray for Danielle Rowaan in Mali and Leah Hopp in Karamoja, Uganda who is feeling a little better and also preparing to begin (Jan.30 for four weeks) the first Masters module in a further education endeavour in Uganda

Wednesday… for our city as city staff and officials make several budgetary decisions.  Pray that they maybe do so with justice and mercy; grace and truth.
Thursday… GEMS Girls Clubs: New staff - The Lord has recently brought a new staff person to GEMS to help us reach girls in urban settings in North America. We pray for his Spirit to continue to lead the way in this important outreach effort—to go before us as we initiate contacts and build relationships with urban churches.  
Friday… for Back to God Ministries International: North America - Pray for Jan, who responded to our English daily video reflection, Walk the Way. She wrote, “I cannot quite believe in God.” Pray that she will continue to listen to God’s Word through Walk the Way and take the step of faith to walk with Jesus daily. 
Saturday… for Race Relations: Recruiting - In January we will begin regional recruiting for facilitators for the racial reconciliation program “Widening the Circle.” Please pray that God will provide the needed volunteers from various congregations so that this training may spread to more churches. 

40 DAYS OF PRAYER and PRAYER ENRICHMENT STUDY – 6 Sessions-  On Sunday January 29, there will be a short meeting to introduce this new 40 day study and prayer enrichment time at Bethel Church. The study material we will use to guide us and lead us in our reflection and prayer will be handed out at that time.  (The study will normally take place on Wednesday evenings for one hour).  The book’s title is WHY PRAY? – 40 Days – From Words to Relationship.  The author offers a missions perspective on prayer and on everyday life and its concerns.  The book reminds of the “so much more” of the life of prayer; the back cover offers the following words. 

“Many people have at one time or another found their prayer life unsatisfying.  But prayer should be – and can be – so much more!  Prayer is one of the most exciting and powerful privileges of faith!  In WHY PRAY?, you will learn through forty insightful readings how prayer transcends words to become a satisfying relationship with God.”
If interested in participating in these 40 days and the accompanying study, please sign up at the welcome center or contact Grace Brus or Pastor Eric in person or by email. (brusg@hotmail.com or ericgn@bellnet.ca) Please indicate your interest as soon as possible as books will need to be ordered.

*E – CLASS****E – CLASS**** E – CLASS****E – CLASS**** E – CLASS*

BUSY WORKING? AT COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY? – Interested in building your faith, becoming a member at Bethel Church but are out of town or can’t commit to a night every week?    Then think of joining an “E-CLASS” with Pastor Eric.  Through email, readings can be assigned, discussions held and periodic meetings arranged for when you are available or home.  If interested please email Pastor Eric at ericgn@bellnet.ca
FROM COUNCIL

Dear Congregation:
    On behalf of Bethel Council I wish to welcome our new council chairman John Van Til.  John will be chairman until June 2012 when a new council will be formed with the changeover of incoming and outgoing elders and deacon's.  John may the Lord Bless you as you give leadership to Bethel Council.  
    I also would like to thank Peter Beerda for all the work he has done as council chairman.  There were many difficult decisions to make but also lots of good times sharing what God is doing through us both in Bethel Church and in our day to day living, giving God the Glory.  Peter we Praise the Lord for your leadership and wish you the Lord's Blessing as you continue to serve the Lord.      Blessings, Harry Jeninga Clerk
Summary of Council Minutes January 17, 2012

· Peter Beerda welcomed everyone

· Pastor Eric led in devotions in small groups (Leadership Essentials “Humility” Philippians 2:1-11

· Minutes from FC November 15, 2011 were approved

· Council approved promotion of Ministry Shares, deacons to look after this

· Date to be set by AC for the Church Visitors

· A proposal from the young adult Bible study small group to have movies for children on certain Saturdays in the Bethel fellowship hall as an outreach program was approved by council

· Nominations for new chairperson were requested

· John Van Til becomes our new chairperson

· Pastor to start a short series of sermons on “Renewal Remixed”

· Pastor to have lent services on the theme “The Seven Last Words of Jesus”

· Lunch hour (12:15-12:45) community prayer times to be held every Wednesday during Lent

· A pray enrichment study “Why Pray” is being set up including a forty day prayer cycle with reflection and journal writing.  

· A motion is passed to encourage Grace Brus and Pastor Eric in the “Why Pray” initiative.

· Council was informed that guidelines for implementing the previously approved “Children at the Lord’s Supper” decision are nearing completion.

· Sermon evaluations to be done during the months of February and March 2012

· Deacon’s have been filling needy requests from some community people

· Ark Aid is being served 6 Sunday meals by Bethel Church this year.  Meals are being prepared by various groups in our Church

· Arie Rowaan is replacing Albert Tamming as Council Liaison on the worship committee

· Board of Stewards are looking at ways to manage the Church Website

· New small Bible study group has been set up. Anyone wishing to join any groups may contact Clara Hoekstra-Bootsma.

· Crossfire Youth are busy with many activities:  Valentine Craft with the Friendship group, ark aid, volley ball fundraiser, shroud pancake supper, Serve Grand Rapids, and more

· Bethel Renewal next meeting January 24, 2012

· Motion to set up a committee to study the Bethel Budget/giving/stewardship was passed.

· Nominations for elders and deacons for the Spring election has started

· Belhar Confession discussion:  Council recommends that this be a statement rather than a confession

· Day of Encouragement February 11, 2012 at Good News Church

· Lord’s Supper January 29, 2012

· Next AC meeting February 7, 2012

· Next FC meeting February 21, 2012

· Next SE meeting January 31, 2012

Classis Chatham – January 24, 2012.  

Delegates from Bethel are Eric Groot-Nibbelink, John Van Til and Pete Beerda.
FROM THE DEACONS

Today’s Offering: Denominational Ministry Shares

Next Week:  Cadet Sunday



ATTENTION ALL SENIORS  
On Saturday February 25th the Deacons would like to be your host for a mid-winter luncheon. This will begin at 11;00 am and end around 3:00 pm. The afternoon will included soup, buns, coffee and desert, as well as games,

entertainment and fellowship. Rides can be arranged for anyone who would like one by calling any of the Deacons .So join us at the church and allow us to be your hosts. Please let one the deacons know if you plan to attend 
On behalf of the deacons Ron DeSmit
DONATION RECEIPTS for the year 2011 are now in your mailslots.
For those unfamiliar with the four columns on the receipt, they represent the following:
1st column: Bethel Budget
2nd column: Denominational Ministry shares
3rd column: Christian Education
4th column: Diaconal Ministries, local and worldwide
CHURCH ACTIVITIES

The Worship Committee would like to say "THANK YOU" to all those who were involved with the Advent, Christmas, and New Years Services!  There were so many of you who helped plan, organize, decorate, prepare and serve food, read, light candles, play music, sing (and the list could go on...)  

We could not have done it with out you!  Thanks again!!!

CATECHISM CLASS: Monday, January 23 7:00 - 8:00 See you then!
The MINISTRY IMPLEMENTATION TEAM is scheduled to meet again at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 24.

THE FELLOWSHIP SINGERS: We practice tomorrow, Monday, at 7:30, to prepare to have a time of worship with the residents at Dearness Home next Sunday, the 29th, at 9:30 a.m. with John Van Til bringing the message.

CROSSFIRE YOUTH MINISTRIES GRADE 7 - 12
Mon. Jan. 30 - leader's mtg. 7 p.m. at Bethel (vision statement)
Sun. Feb. 5 - study night  6:30 - 8:30 p.m. at Good News. Snack: Shawn B. and Jenn S.  Drinks: Alex S.
Tues. Feb. 14 - we will be doing a Valentine's Craft with the Friendship Group at Bethel  7 - 8 p.m. We need one on one. There are about 25 friends, so come on out and be supportive. High school youth can use this for a service hour. Steven de Boer will be leading the craft.

Sun. Feb. 19 - Youth Service at London First CRC, Talbot St. @ 7 p.m. Please be dropped off and picked up at First. Invite your friends and family.
Upcoming Events:
Sun. Feb. 26 -  Crossfire will be preparing and serving a meal at the Ark Aid, down town London. There will be two shifts 1:30 - 4:00 prep and cook, 4:30 - 7 serve and clean up. Parents, youth, families, anyone is welcome to sign up! Let your leaders know if you can help. We expect up to 100 people for dinner.  High school service hours apply.
Sat. Mar. 24 - Beach volleyball tournament and silent auction fundraiser @ Spikes.   Get your team together $120 per team. More info. to follow.
May 18 - 21 - All Ontario Youth Convention @ Wilfred Laurier
July 21 - 28 - Serve @ Plymouth Heights, Grand Rapids. (passports needed)
ADULT FELLOWSHIP GROUP

Membership Dues 2012
John deGroot, Treasurer is now receiving membership dues of $10.00 per person for The Fellowship Group (Fellowship Singers). Please put in envelope and indicate what the payment is for.  Let us all make this an easy task for our board member.  New adult members of any age are always welcomed to join us for an exciting season of fun and service.
Upcoming Event 
Sat. February 18/12  (6:00 p.m.) - "Valentines Share & Care Dinner & Social Event"
Men have offered to decorate and cook the meal, women will assist in developing the program for this evening.  Please call Ben if you wish to assist 
Don't spend time alone - join fellowship with others.  Cost of event will be $12.00 per person.  Reserve your spot today; please pay John deGroot. 

HELP BUILD A CHURCH IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: On March 1st, I am planning to go to the D.R. as part of a team from London First Church. Ten of us will go to build a church for a new congregation that have no place to worship. We are required to raise $6500 US to pay for the building materials. Please note that 100% of the funds raised will go towards those materials. None of this money goes to administration cost. Also, each member of the team must pay their own flight, lodging, meals, and transportation. 
I am asking for your support in raising the necessary funds. Please make cheques payable to Bethel CRC for Dom. Rep. Building Fund. Thank you in advance for your support. If you would like more information, please don't hesitate to ask me.
In His Service, Peter Ott

REQUESTED ANNOUNCEMENTS

LCES KINDERGARTEN INFORMATION EVENING- You are warmly invited to attend an information evening explaining Christian education and Kindergarten Programs at London Christian Elementary School. Come take a tour of the school, hear about a day in the life of our Kindergarten children, learn about Christian curriculum, and meet other parents who are considering
Christian school for their children. Details-- Wednesday, January 25,
2011 @ 7:30pm @ London Christian Elementary School, 202 Clarke Road. For more information check our web site-- www.londonchristian.ca

ATTENTION THOSE WHO LOVE TO SING: On Tues. Jan. 24, at 7:30 pm, The Psalm Project, a seven person worship team from the Netherlands (which will be featured for a second year at the Calvin Institute for Worship Symposium) will present a free worship concert at London First CRC, 531Talbot St. The Psalm Project reworks songs from John Calvin’s 1562 Genevan Psalter into contemporary settings for a variety of instruments, with an aim to introduce the Psalms to a new generation  of worshippers.   A freewill offering will be taken.  Refreshments following concert; CDs will be available for purchase; contact mdijkhuis@ldcss.ca for more information.  For a sample of their work, free sheet music, mp3 downloads, facebook, twitter, and related article/blog links, go to http://www.thepsalmproject.com/
ANNUAL CURLING BONSPIEL - SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2012

It is time to register your curling team for the annual London District Christian Secondary School curling Bonspiel to be held on Saturday, February 18, 2012.  Only the first 8 teams to register will be accepted. Register a team of 4 persons by February 1st, 2011. Come out for a day of fun and fellowship. No experience necessary .  Call Albert Weesjes at 519-773-3238 or register on-line at aweesjes@amtelecom.net.  The cost is $500 per team. For more information and sponsor sheets go to www.ldcss.ca
The office of Continuous Learning and Education at REDEEMER(Clear) has sent us a number of brochures with their winter calendar of lectures, workshops, general interest classes and cultural excursions.  The flyer is in your mailbox or go to www.redeemer.ca/clear for more information.

The ST. THOMAS LADIES' CHOIR has started its Spring season.  The choir practices on Monday evening from 7:15PM to 9:30PM at First Christian Reformed Church, Elm Street, St. Thomas.  We welcome all ladies to come and sing with us.  No auditions.  For further information call Anna at 519-633-2659.

CCNL (Christian Network of London) is pleased to provide Christian Life in London – Online as a service to the Christian Community in London. For more information (info@ccnl.org or 519‐455‐7381).

CRWRC EAST AFRICA DROUGHT RESPONSE UPDATE: - CRWRC would like to express its sincere thankfulness to members and churches of the CRC. Over the last few weeks, CRWRC completed most of the food aid portion of its disaster response efforts, which provided up to five months of urgently needed food to 25,000 families (170,000 people) in Ethiopia, Kenya, and Somalia. CRWRC also provided livestock feed, veterinary care, and drinking water in Kenya. Longer-term rehabilitation and disaster preparedness programs will continue well into 2012. Many lives have been impacted in the short and long-term because of your generous assistance! Thank you. Please also continue to keep these countries in your prayers. Somalia has been plagued by conflict with Al-Shabaab, and Kenya is affected by that crisis as well as inter-tribal conflict over land and water. Pray for peace. 

Bethel Christian Reformed Church

Sunday Worship -  JANUARY 22, 2012
“Gifts and Mission”

Yes, my soul, find rest in God; 
   my hope comes from him. 
6 Truly he is my rock and my salvation; 
   he is my fortress, I will not be shaken. 
7 My salvation and my honor depend on God; 
   he is my mighty rock, my refuge. 
8 Trust in him at all times, you people; 
   pour out your hearts to him, 
   for God is our refuge.   

Ps.62:5-8 (from this week’s lectionary psalm)

Pre-service singing

For I’m Building A People of Power 

He Has Made Me Glad – SNC 13

Blessed Assurance –Psalter 490

Prelude 

Welcome and announcements

GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE

Call to worship

Prayer for the service

    Concluded with “Take O Take Me As I Am” SNC 215

God’s Greeting

Mutual greeting

Gathering Praise- 

“King of Kings and Lord of Lords” 

“Pure and Holy” – Singers only 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” –Psalter 249

GOD’S GIVING AND OUR RECEIVING GRACE 

Prayer of confession, assurance, and dedication

     -Litany (led by a member of the Gifts Team)

Song of Commitment – “Make Me a Servant” 

Children’s message-Teresa De Jong

(Children 3 years old to grade 5 are dismissed for Sunday School)

The prayers of the people

LISTENING TO GOD’S WORD

Scripture Reading -  1 Corinthians 12 
Sermon –  Renewal Remixed #2


  ‘Gifts and Mission’
Prayer of Application and Preparation

Hymn – Lord Speak to Me That I May Speak PH 528

GOING OUT TO THE WORLD IN LOVE

1st Offering: Denominational Ministry Shares
2nd offering: Bethel Budget

Offertory – My Tribute (Singers)

*Charge to the Congregation

*God's Blessing

*Closing Hymn – “Here I Am, Lord” SNC 268

THIS WEEK’S TO-DO LIST

Through recent worship committee and renewal ministry discussions, we have been thinking about the benefits of carrying something of God’s message beyond worship into the new week in a specific way.

In that light here is this week’s specific suggestion:


Integrate these words into your life: “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” (1 Peter 4:10)
Then....Take a moment to think of some way in which you (or maybe if you are a couple or family, think and choose together) might offer a specific thing or action or word to a neighbour, acquaintance or co-worker.  Allow this ‘thing’ to reflect a gift that you might have or exhibit.  

For example, you are great at baking – bring a pie to work to share with your co-workers.  You are gifted in card-making; write a short note and send it along to some who could really use an encouragement card.  You are great at drawing pictures; give one to an older person on your street who would love to put it on their fridge.  You love to read and talk about books; put out flyers in your neighbourhood inviting people to a new book club in your home.  You are great at hosting; set up an ‘open house’ for a specific date.  You play piano, set up an afternoon ‘sing a long’ for people who would really appreciate it. You love to organize; volunteer at a charity that could use administrative and office help.     

        Or ....You ...[fill in the blank] which means of course - the list is endless...
Bethel Proportional Giving and 


Offerings for the year 2012


Offering needed weekly				$    4,348.00 


Offering needed to date				$  13,044.00   


Offering received				$    2,578.00


Offering received to date			$  11,395.00











Gift Fund (Youth Unlimited/Early Teen Ministry): $826.00


CRWRC: $25.00




















