CRC EXTENSION FUND:  It’s a new contribution year for the Tax Free Savings Account.  If you pay income tax, and have savings, it pays to participate.  Consider the CRC Community TFSA.  Currently earning you approximately 3%. No fees.  Funds invested in Christian Reformed Church and Christian Schools also at 3%.  If mortgage rates increase, you also earn more.

Contact Administrator Harry Houtman, harry@crcextensionfund.org or 

(416)-461-1207.

SERVICE SCHEDULE

	
	January 29
	February 5

	ELDER
	C. Hoekstra
	J. Pasma

	DEACONS
	T. Niezen

P. Colyn
	P. Colyn

I. Thorausch

	GREETERS
	M & N Saarloos

B & J De Vries
	T. Niezen

J & C Hoekstra

	WELCOME PERSON
	T. Nieuwland
	H. Kooy

	HALL MONITOR
	B. De Vries
	A. Tamming

	NURSERY 


	A. Beerda

L. Heuving
	J. Howlett

S. de Boer

	CHILDREN’S STORY
	H. De Smit
	B. Visscher

	COFFEE
	H & M Kooy

K & A Vandermeulen
	R & J Veldstra

J & A De Groot

	USHERS
	Pieter Efstatheu

Carissa Groot-Nibbelink
	B & J Stegeman

H & R Jeninga

	SOUND
	S. Jeninga

J. de Boer
	F. De Vries

	VISUALS
	C. Howlett
	M. Beldman

	SUNDAY SCHOOL
	Sara/Aleida

Carolyn GN

Carolyn tB
	Nelia

Mary Lou/Adam

Rita

	MUSICIAN
	B. Visscher
	J. Beldman


WEEKLY CALENDAR

	SUNDAY
	       10:00a.m.

         4:30p.m.
	Worship Service

Sunday school

Hymn Sing

	MONDAY
	         7:00p.m.

         7:30p.m.
	Youth Leaders meeting

Fellowship singers

	TUESDAY
	         7:00p.m.

         7:30p.m.
	Friendship Group

Shepherding Elders meeting

	WEDNESDAY
	        9:30a.m.
	Coffeebreak


Pastor Eric Groot-Nibbelink – 519-453-0767; ericgn@bellnet.ca
Chair of Council – John Van Til – 519-453-5844

Clerk of Council – Harry Jeninga – 519-284-3224

Secretary – Joanne Pasma; 519-453-6565; bethelcrcldn@bellnet.ca
Office hours:  Wednesday, Thursday morning and Friday morning after 10:15a.m.

Bulletin submission deadline:  Thursday 9a.m.

Church website: www.bethel-crc.ca     
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BETHEL CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

January 29, 2012                                                   

Inviting community ...seeking God ...growing in Christ ...caring for all

Today – January 29, 2012 10AM -   Our “Renewal Remixed” series moves on to the theme of “Prayer and Mission.”  We joyfully celebrate the Lord’s Supper together during this service. This afternoon at 4.30 we join for an afternoon hymn sing.  This afternoon, Pastor Eric is fulfilling part two of a classical appointment in Wyoming.
Next Week –February 5, 2012-  Louis Bosma, from Aylmer, leads the service.  Louis has his license to exhort in Classis Chatham.

SENIORS Fellowship - next gathering – is scheduled for February 15, 2012. We will be watching part three of the Bill Hybel’s video – ‘Just Walk Across the Room.’

Sunday, February 12 we will have a pot-luck after the morning service.  The service will be about encouragement and we hope to extend that theme through a time of fellowship, feasting and fostering encouragement.  Everyone is asked to bring something for the main course such as casseroles, salads, or side dishes. Dessert will be provided as well as drinks. We hope you can stay and join in. If you have questions, contact Janet Beldman

Tuesday, February 21 is Shrove Tuesday, better known as Pancake Tuesday.  Ash Wednesday follows with the beginning of the period of Lent. This  year, we will be having a Pancake Supper at the church so circle your  calendar now. More information will follow in the weeks ahead.
BETHEL CHURCH FAMILY

Aaron Knapper had a fall and fractured both feet.  He will be off his feet for four weeks.  We pray for complete healing. 

Pray for Bethel members recovering from recent surgeries and for others who may be awaiting medical appointments and tests in the near future.  

Thank you to everyone for your prayers, phone calls, cards and notes of encouragement.  It was much appreciated.  God is good! Nell De Vries
Pray on... 

Sunday …  for Safe Church Ministry: Church policies – As we are still in the early part of this new year 2012, pray that our churches will renew their commitment to keep children and vulnerable populations safe in the church environment. The Office of Safe Church Ministry has received many calls recently from churches creating or revising their safe church policies to reduce the risk of abuse (and the risk of false allegations against church staff or volunteers). Ask the Lord to bless these efforts to keep our churches safe and free from any kind of abuse.
Monday… for Bethel Church Renewal – This week 5 representatives of Bethel Church were in attendance at a  CCNL (Christian Churches Network of London) event which featured London Mayor J. Fontana and an introduction to a new initiative for community development and community building in its neighbourhoods across the city.  Pray the community surrounding Bethel Church.
Tuesday...ongoing Bethel prayer concerns:  Jetty Veldstra recovering from recent surgery; Sylvia Reitsma awaiting treatment for her lymphoma.  Also pray for those unable to be with us regularly; Tina Wiersma at Richmond Woods, Rika Voogt, and Alice Vanderveen.  Pray for Danielle Rowaan in Mali and Leah Hopp in Karamoja, Uganda who is feeling a little better and also preparing to begin (Jan.30 for four weeks) the first Masters module in a further education endeavour in Uganda

Wednesday… Canadian Ministries: Centre for Public Dialogue - On January 24, Prime Minister Harper met with First Nations leaders from across Canada. This is an important step in forming a new nation-to-nation relationship between the Canadian government and Indigenous peoples in Canada. Pray for wisdom that tangible steps for justice and a new relationship will take place, for our city as city staff and officials make several budgetary decisions.  Pray that they maybe do so with justice and mercy; grace and truth.
Thursday… Service Link: Volunteers - There are many ways to serve others for the kingdom; Service Link helps churches and individuals explore many volunteer opportunities and then offers training and encouragement so that they can serve well at home or abroad. Pray that we discern the Lord's leading in how best to bless the lives of others when we volunteer our time, talents, and treasures.  
Friday… for Back to God Ministries International: Central African Republic - Pray for a pastor in Bangui whose life was transformed through our French Bible study correspondence ministry. He reported that these systematic studies of God’s Word renewed his prayer life and passion for pastoral ministry. Pray that he will be effective as he disciples others in the Christian faith. 
Saturday… for World Missions: Regional leaders - Christian Reformed World Missions’ regional leaders oversee missionaries and ministries in specific geographic areas. Pray for safety in their frequent travels, insight and vision for current and possible ministry plans, and wisdom in supporting and encouraging missionaries in their regions.

  *E – CLASS****E – CLASS**** E – CLASS****E – CLASS**** E – CLASS*

BUSY WORKING? AT COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY? – Interested in building your faith, becoming a member at Bethel Church but are out of town or can’t commit to a night every week?    Then think of joining an “E-CLASS” with Pastor Eric.  Through email, readings can be assigned, discussions held and periodic meetings arranged for when you are available or home.  If interested please email Pastor Eric at ericgn@bellnet.ca
40 DAYS OF PRAYER and PRAYER ENRICHMENT STUDY – 6 Sessions-  On Sunday January 29, there will be a short meeting to introduce this new 40 day study and prayer enrichment time at Bethel Church. The study material we will use to guide us and lead us in our reflection and prayer will be handed out at that time.  (The study will normally take place on Wednesday evenings for one hour).  The book’s title is WHY PRAY? – 40 Days – From Words to Relationship.  The author offers a missions perspective on prayer and on everyday life and its concerns.  The book reminds of the “so much more” of the life of prayer; the back cover offers the following words. 

“Many people have at one time or another found their prayer life unsatisfying.  But prayer should be – and can be – so much more!  Prayer is one of the most exciting and powerful privileges of faith!  In WHY PRAY?, you will learn through forty insightful readings how prayer transcends words to become a satisfying relationship with God.”
If interested in participating in these 40 days and the accompanying study, please sign up at the welcome center or contact Grace Brus or Pastor Eric in person or by email.   (brusg@hotmail.com or ericgn@bellnet.ca) TODAY there will be a brief meeting after the service in the council room to pick up your books ($4.99).  We will be meeting on the following dates; Feb.8, 15, 22, 29, March 3 and with a wrap up session on March 21.  The first meeting takes place at 8pm on Feb.8 after the monthly renewal prayer time (which begins at 7pm). Times for the other dates will be determined by the group.  Anyone not able to pick up a book today (Jan.29), please contact Grace Brus or Pastor Eric asap.
FROM COUNCIL

· Day of Encouragement February 11, 2012 at Good News Church

· Administrative Council meeting February 7, 2012

· Next Full Council meeting February 21, 2012

· Next Shepherding Elders meeting January 31, 2012

FROM THE DEACONS

Today’s Offering: Cadet Sunday

Next Week:  Local Christian Schools



ATTENTION ALL SENIORS  
On Saturday February 25th the Deacons would like to be your host for a mid-winter luncheon. This will begin at 11:00 am and end around 3:00 pm. The afternoon will included soup, buns, coffee and desert, as well as games,

entertainment and fellowship. Rides can be arranged for anyone who would like one by calling any of the Deacons .So join us at the church and allow us to be your hosts. Please let one the deacons know if you plan to attend 
On behalf of the deacons Ron DeSmit
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a) God's Word is central, not only on the pulpit, but in the hearts and minds of the members.
b) Hospitality is important.
c) Members' faith is sustained through worship and the sacraments.
d) Prayer is vital, not a last resort but our first impulse, not the end of things but the very beginning.
He concludes that we are made continually healthier through teaching, fellowship, sacraments, and prayer.

Bethel has been on its Journey of Renewal for the past two years. It began with the Healthy Church Survey which showed that we needed to take action. A renewal team was appointed and began meeting in February, 2010.
As we begin the 3rd year of our journey, take some time to reflect on "How are we doing on our road back to good health?". What's the prognosis for Bethel?
2) Our Ministry Implementation team met on Jan. 24. Much of our discussion centred on community service. 
Unfortunately our community survey did not provide a lot of input. Appreciation was expressed by some for showing an interest in our neighbourhood, but, we only had 8 returned, too small of a sample from which to draw conclusions. We concluded that we need to pursue other avenues to find out more about our immediate neighbourhood. We'll follow up on this in the coming weeks/months.
We have done some networking in recent weeks. Providentially through our survey and the recent CCNL breakfast meeting, we've had contact with individuals from the Argyle Community Association and with Karen Oldham, the community developer for Argyle from Neighbourhood and Children's Services, City of London. On Feb. 2, Pastor Eric and H. Kooy will participate in an all-day workshop at Trinity United Church (Hale St) re: community development and community building in our neighbourhoods. It is for Argyle leaders and is being facilitated by Karen.

The March CCNL breakfast meeting will continue exploring how churches can be active in meeting needs in their neighbourhood. Bethel will be represented at this meeting.

CHURCH ACTIVITIES

THE FELLOWSHIP SINGERS: We practice tomorrow, Monday, at 7:30, everyone is welcome.

CROSSFIRE YOUTH MINISTRIES GRADE 7 - 12
Mon. Jan. 30 - leader's mtg. 7 p.m. at Bethel (vision statement)
Sun. Feb. 5 - study night  6:30 - 8:30 p.m. at Good News. Snack: Shawn B. and Jenn S.  Drinks: Alex S.
Tues. Feb. 14 - we will be doing a Valentine's Craft with the Friendship Group at Bethel  7 - 8 p.m. We need one on one. There are about 25 friends, so come on out and be supportive. High school youth can use this for a service hour. Steven de Boer will be leading the craft.

Sun. Feb. 19 - Youth Service at London First CRC, Talbot St. @ 7 p.m. Please be dropped off and picked up at First. Invite your friends and family.
Upcoming Events:
Sun. Feb. 26 -  Crossfire will be preparing and serving a meal at the Ark Aid, down town London. There will be two shifts 1:30 - 4:00 prep and cook, 4:30 - 7 serve and clean up. Parents, youth, families, anyone is welcome to sign up! Let your leaders know if you can help. We expect up to 100 people for dinner.  High school service hours apply.
Sat. Mar. 24 - Beach volleyball tournament and silent auction fundraiser @ Spikes.   Get your team together $120 per team. More info. to follow.
May 18 - 21 - All Ontario Youth Convention @ Wilfred Laurier
July 21 - 28 - Serve @ Plymouth Heights, Grand Rapids. (passports needed)
ADULT FELLOWSHIP GROUP

Membership Dues 2012
John deGroot, Treasurer is now receiving membership dues of $10.00 per person for The Fellowship Group (Fellowship Singers). Please put in envelope and indicate what the payment is for.  Let us all make this an easy task for our board member.  New adult members of any age are always welcomed to join us for an exciting season of fun and service.
Upcoming Event 
Sat. February 18/12  (6:00 p.m.) - "Valentines Share & Care Dinner & Social Event"
Men have offered to decorate and cook the meal, women will assist in developing the program for this evening.  Please call Ben if you wish to assist 
Don't spend time alone - join fellowship with others.  Cost of event will be $12.00 per person.  Reserve your spot today; please pay John deGroot. 

HELP BUILD A CHURCH IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: On March 1st, I am planning to go to the D.R. as part of a team from London First Church. Ten of us will go to build a church for a new congregation that have no place to worship. We are required to raise $6500 US to pay for the building materials. Please note that 100% of the funds raised will go towards those materials. None of this money goes to administration cost. Also, each member of the team must pay their own flight, lodging, meals, and transportation. 
I am asking for your support in raising the necessary funds. Please make cheques payable to Bethel CRC for Dom. Rep. Building Fund. Thank you in advance for your support. If you would like more information, please don't hesitate to ask me. In His Service, Peter Ott
REQUESTED ANNOUNCEMENTS

ANNUAL CURLING BONSPIEL - SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2012

It is time to register your curling team for the annual London District Christian Secondary School curling Bonspiel to be held on Saturday, February 18, 2012.  Only the first 8 teams to register will be accepted. Register a team of 4 persons by February 1st, 2011. Come out for a day of fun and fellowship. No experience necessary .  Call Albert Weesjes at 519-773-3238 or register on-line at aweesjes@amtelecom.net.  The cost is $500 per team. For more information and sponsor sheets go to www.ldcss.ca
THE MINISTRY TO SEAFARERS would like to thank all of you who participated in this year’s Christmas Parcel Drive.  We were successful in passing on a parcel to each seafarer on every ship we visited!  May God be glorified by your acts of kindness.  We here at M2S would also like to thank all our faithful supporters and volunteers of 2011.  Have a wonderful 2012 full of His joy! www.ministrytoseafarers.org
LONDON DISTRICT CHRISTIAN SECONDARY SCHOOL INFORMATION EVENING AND DINNER Parents of students in grades 7 and 8 are invited to attend London District Christian Secondary School’s  Information Evening  on Friday, February 10.  This event will be held at the school (24 Braesyde Ave.) and run from 6:30-9:30 pm.  The program will include alumni reflections, curricular highlights, and student perspectives on Christian education.  If you wish to attend, please email (office@ldcss.ca) or call the school office (519-455-4360) by Monday, February 6.   For info on this and other events, please check out our website – www.ldcss.ca. 

REDEEMER CONCERT CHOIR IN EXETER!
You are invited to hear the Redeemer Concert Choir in concert at Exeter CRC on Saturday, February 18th at 7:30   PM.  There is not a set fee, although they will have a free-will offering to offset the costs of their tour.  Come out for an evening and enjoy the gift of music.

SPECIAL NEEDS SERVE - JULY 14-19, 2012 – OTTAWA, ON: A 5 day spiritual journey for youth between the ages 14-26. This unique SERVE project is for young people with special needs who cannot be accommodated on a traditional  SERVE program. Participants will spend time serving God through work projects, worship, and prayer. The events of SERVE are tailored to the ability of the individual so that each person can experience the joy that comes from serving God. Please contact Joanna Janssen jo_janssen_8@hotmail.com or Pastor Ron Hosmar at youthpastor@calvincrc.ca or 613-225-2889 Ext. #3 more information. Learn more about SERVE at: http://www.youthunlimited.org/events-2/ottawa-on-special-needs/ or http://www.ronhosmar.blogspot.com/2010/07/serve-day2-saturday-participants-arrive.html and look in the July 2010 entries. 
REDEEMER UNIVERSITY COLLEGE is seeking an accomplished leader to serve as its next Vice President, Advancement. More information about the position, including a complete Opportunity Profile can be found at www.redeemer.ca/vpadvsearch.  

MENTORS NEEDED - Special Needs SERVE July 14-19, 2012 – OTTAWA, ON - We are seeking youth and young adults, who would like to walk alongside a participant who has a special need. Your help is needed to encourage the participants in all areas of their journey. We look forward to some great work sites, worship, and sight seeing! Please contact Ron Hosmar at youthpastor@calvincrc.ca or 613-225-2889 ext. 3 for more information.
CLASSIS CHATHAM HIGHLIGHTS TUESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2012

WESTMOUNT CRC, STRATHROY, ON

· Rev. Peter Hoytema of the host church led opening devotions based on 1 Cor. 1:20-31

· 79 delegates were registered, including 13 first-time delegates. All 28 churches were represented.

· Rev. Willemina Zwart of London-Good News and Rev. Eric Groot-Nibbelink of London Bethel were seated as chairperson and vice-chairperson for the day.

· An overture from Sarnia-Living Hope that the CRCNA not adopt the Belhar Confession as a Confession was passed by a recorded vote of 54-19.

· Recently retired pastor Vic Vandermolen thanked classis for its support, love and encouragement during his ongoing illness.

· Ministry Associate Beth Fellinger of St. Thomas-Destination Church gave a compelling presentation on “How to be an Engaging Community.” A copy of her presentation is on file with the Stated Clerk.

· With the concurrence of the Synodical Deputies, classis approved a separation of Tillsonburg CRC from its pastor, Rev. George Rowaan according to the provision of Church Order, Article 17-a.

· With the concurrence of the Synodical Deputies, the position of Campus Chaplain at Fanshawe College was declared to be consistent with the office of Ministry Associate.

· St. Thomas-First CRC reported that George Lubbers has accepted their call and will begin his ministry on Feb. 20, 2012 D.V. and Strathroy-East reported that Rev. Derek Bouma hasaccepted their call and will begin his ministry on April 1, 2012 D.V.

· Rev. Craig Hoekema (Sarnia-Living Hope) and Rev. Bob Loerts, (Woodstock-Covenant) along with Elder Jenny Douma (Sarnia-Redeemer) and Elder Martin Bosveld (Chatham-

· Calvary) were chosen to represent Classis Chathm at Synod 2012 at Redeemer University College in Ancaster, ON in June. Rev. Jack Kerkhof, Rev. Dr. William Koopmans, Elder Pete Weeming and Elder Peter Beerda were chosen as alternate deleages.

Classis Chatham will meet next at First CRC, London, ON on Tuesday, May 22, 2012 D.V.

Bethel Christian Reformed Church

Sunday Worship -  JANUARY 29, 2012

“Prayer and Mission”

“Hear me, Lord and answer me for I am poor and needy.”

“You, Lord, are forgiving and good, abounding in love to all who call on you.”

“....there is none like you, Lord; no deeds can compare with yours.”

“All the nations you have made will come and worship before you, Lord; they will bring glory to your name.”
Ps.86:1,5,8,9 (highlights for the psalm of the week)

Prelude 

Welcome and announcements

GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE

Call to worship

Prayer for the service

*God’s Greeting

*Gathering Praise- Your Love is Amazing


 
    PH 452 He Leadeth Me



    God of Wonders

GOD’S GIVING AND OUR RECEIVING GRACE 

· prayers of confession, and thanksgiving for redemption 

· prayers of dedication 

· prayers for the world, city, neighbourhood 

· prayers of the people

· prayers for renewal at Bethel and for God’s people worldwide

Song of response  –   God of the Poor

Children’s message – Carolyn te Bokkel

(children 3 years old to grade 5 are dismissed for Sunday school)

1st Offering – CADETS

2nd Offering – Bethel Budget 

Offertory 

LISTENING TO GOD’S WORD

Scripture Reading -  Matthew 9:35-38
Sermon –  Renewal Remixed #3


  ‘Prayer and Mission’

Prayer of Application and Preparation

 CELEBRATION OF GOD’S ABUNDANCE IN THE LORD’S SUPPER

Words of Institution

The institution

-prayer of consecration, concluded with the Lord's Prayer… 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.  For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  AMEN 

Invitation

PH 309 Lift Up Your Hearts Unto the Lord

Communion
*Response to the communion, sing

PH 527 Come, You Thankful People Come

GOING OUT TO THE WORLD IN LOVE

*Charge to the Congregation

*God's Blessing

*Closing Hymn – Salvation Belongs to Our God

****************************************************************

THIS WEEK’S TO-DO LIST

Through recent worship committee and renewal ministry discussions, we have been thinking about the benefits of carrying something of God’s message beyond worship into the new week in a specific way.

In that light here is this week’s specific suggestion:


Take a walk through your neighbourhood (driving is also possible but drive very slowly).  As you look at each home, try to discern both the needs and the gifts, talents and resources of each of your neighbours.  When you return home, write down the names of 3 of your neighbours on a small piece of paper or card and place it in your wallet or purse.  Then commit to pray for a month for both your neighbours’ needs and for their potential for good.

Bethel Proportional Giving and 


Offerings for the year 2012


Offering needed weekly				$    4,348.00 


Offering needed to date				$  17,395.00   


Offering received last Sunday			$    4,349.00


Offering received to date			$  15,744.00











Denominational Ministry Shares:  $599.00





Renewal Update


1) "Just what is it that makes for a healthy congregation?"  Rev. Joel Boot, executive director of the CRC in North America, answers this question in an article, "The Prognosis is Good", in the Jan., 2012 issue of The Banner (p. 28). He points the reader back to Acts 2:42-47. Boot identifies the following characteristics in a healthy congregation:

















